
Davide Piovesan

Davide Piovesan is the man behind the drumkit for the first two 
Ephel Duath albums released on Earache Records: The Painters 

Palette (2003) and Pain Necessary to Know (2005).

It is rare for a band to achieve an authentic marriage between jazz 
and metal. Jazz, in its elegance of tone and dynamics, can often 
clash with the harsh aesthetics and production of heavy metal.

Ephel Duath, however, had indeed achieved such a blend of seemingly 
disparate musical styles. The importance of a drummer who can 

skillfully execute both cannot be overstated.

What follows is a series of questions based on Davide Piovesan’s 
time in the band, the writing process and pushing the stylistic 

envelope. 



Q: Early Ephel Duath was quite different from the material that followed.
What were your first impressions of the band?

A:  When I first met Davide Tiso, I didn't even know the band already 
existed. And I wasn't very interested in what they did before, to be 
honest. I listened to their older music only much later, after our first 
album was recorded. Tiso's style was clearly recognizable, but the 
abundance of "techno" stuff was not really exciting to me. Tiso was 
strongly demanding a totally different sound and instrumental intention. 
A complete 180, if you will.

Q: What were your impressions of the music Davide Tiso was writing when 
you first joined? 

A: Davide got my phone number from a guitarist (maybe also his guitar 
tutor at the time) who had played in a jazz fusion band with me several 
years before. I bet the phone was still warm when he rang my bell, running 
up the stairs three steps at a time (the guy is fairly tall), eager to get 
me to listen to his stuff, of which he was evidently quite proud.
Nothing he recorded at that stage was really "written" in the usual sense 
of the term.  He came to me with a cassette that had a few recorded ideas. 
Some overdubbed guitars and a click track. After an incredible amount of 
time and work, we laid the foundation of what would become part of "The 
Painter's Palette”.  I listened carefully to the quiet, indecipherable 
stuff, and when he finally asked me "What do you think of it?", I looked 
at him straight in the eyes and replied "You are disturbed.”



Q: What was your approach when developing the drum parts for this music?

A: Indeed, the impact of Tiso's compositions was rather difficult to 
process, to put it mildly. Nothing, absolutely nothing was written for the 
drums. As I mentioned, there were only guitar riffs over a click track. 
Often, you couldn’t tell where the riffs would start or end, nor be able 
to understand where the hell the downbeat was.

Davide's very first idea was a quintet featuring a double-bass player. I 
immediately proposed Pasquale Cosco (not a self-taught player like me, but 
a distinguished Conservatory musician), with whom I spent a whole morning 
decoding the first eight measures of the first piece in the demo.

I don't remember if Pasquale later declined the offer following that 
episode, or for other reasons. I convinced Tiso, however, that an electric 
bass player would be better, even if it was a fretless bass. So we 
embarked on a sort of "Fellowship of the Ring” quest to gather players and 
found Mr.Fabio Fecchio to join on the bass guitar. He and I assumed the 
burden of translating the musical ideas sprung from the sparkling, raw 
talent of our band leader, Davide. This was a daunting task, since Davide 
seemed to only have rudimentary musical knowledge.

I enjoyed ample creative freedom while also acknowledging the needs of the 
composer. My drumming contributions (with apparent appreciation by Tiso) 
led to collaborations in reference to the compositions and arrangements 
themselves.

Before then, I had been interested in metal only episodically, and I 
didn't really bother trying to adapt to that style. I simply listened to 
what was being played, and only tried to interact with my colleagues in 
the most respectful way in relation to the music, while also feeling 
absolute freedom to express myself. 



Q: Ephel Duath’s music didn’t fit into a neat box and it would seem you 
would need a background in heavy metal and avant garde as well as jazz. 
Were you influenced by those styles as a drummer?

A: I agree that the music produced in these two Ephel Duath albums was 
extremely diverse stylistically. Tiso's adventurous mental openness was 
perfectly suited to my congenital inability to be devoted to just one 
genre, preferring instead to define music only in terms of good or 
mediocre. Trying to play as good as possible requires total presence of 
the instrument. Either by necessity or musical lust, along with an almost 
fifty year career, I think I have played and am familiar with almost all 
major western genres. Among the three genres you mentioned, I had already 
played jazz, a bit of "avant-garde" (but ... what the hell does that 
mean, after all?!?), and although I was born essentially as a rock 
drummer, I hadn’t been a part of any heavy metal projects until then.

Q: What sort of music/drummers inspired you at the times of Painters 
Palette and Pain Necessary to Know? 

A: At the time the band met and started working on Tiso's stuff, it had 
been easy for me to set my "drumming-mind" completely free, since I never 
had any real "Drums Gurus" in my life. Indeed, I've been always stealing 
idea from lots of drummers, no matter how famous or unknown they were.
In fact, besides some of the most celebrated drummers you may already 
know, there are also really obscure drummers who have been just as 
important to me.



Connect with Davide at: davidestixpiovesan@hotmail.com
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Carmine Appice|Ellade Bandini|Ginger Baker|Barriemore Barlow|Joey Baron|
Carter Beauford|Art Blakey|Carmine Bloisi|John Bonham|Terry Bozzio|Bill 
Bruford|Pierluigi Calderoni|William Calhoun|Danny Carey|Dennis Chambers|
Massimo Chiarella|Eric Cisbani|Billy Cobham|Vinnie Colaiuta|Phil Collins| 

Stewart Copeland|Peter Erskine|Guy Evans|Steve Gadd|Mike Giles|Trilok Gurtu| 
Tomas Haake|Gavin Harrison|Roy Haynes|Horacio Hernandez|Jon Hiseman|Daniel 
Humair|Matt Johnson|William Kennedy|Gene Krupa|Massimo Manzi|John Marshall| 

Robbie McIntosh|Christian Meyer|Pierre Moerlen|Joe Morello|Ra-Kalam Bob 
Moses|Ian Paice|Carl Palmer|Roberto Parolin|Vinnie Paul|Simon Phillips|Buddy 
Rich|Elio Rivagli|Antonio Sànchez|Steve Smith|Bill Stewart|Chester Thompson| 

Chad Wackerman|Dave Weckl|Tony Williams|Lenny White|Sam Woodyard

Here is a list of some of Davide’s favourite drummers
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